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READING WITH SUE TAYLOR & YANNA FITSAKIS

‘The journey of a lifetime starts with the turning of a page.’
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STORY TIME with Sue Taylor



BENEFITS OF 
READING (ALOUD)

• Is a fun bonding experience

• Develops a child’s language skills

• Boosts learning potential, thinking skills and imagination

• Positively influences achievement and health outcomes

• Teaches children about relationships, situations and new 
experiences

• Helps children to develop empathy



THE ROLE OF THE 
PARENT

How you can help at home

• Read aloud to your child. (Read to your child in your 
first language).

• Let your child see you reading (and writing).

• Show confidence that your child will learn to read.

• Make a special time for reading each day.

• Give books as gifts. Visit and use the local library.

Hints for listening to your child read

• Before reading, talk about the cover, the title and 
the pictures and discuss what the book may be 
about.

• During reading, discuss what has been read and 
predict what might happen next.

• After you’ve finished reading, talk and ask 
questions about the story and the pictures.

• Remember: the goal of reading is to make 
meaning.



ADVICE FROM TEACHERS

• Read to your child often.

• Let them look at the pictures to help figure 
out the story.

• Encourage them to sound out the words.

• Don't jump in and tell them – let them try to 
figure it out.

• Practise sight words such as: the, where, 
who, why, there, one.

• Pause, prompt, praise.

• Praise for trying gives kids confidence to have a 
go.

• Practise – learning to read requires repetition.

• Try to find books about subjects your child is 
interested in.

• Be patient – reading takes time to master.

• Reading should be enjoyable time together – try 
not to get anxious about it.



ADVICE FROM TEACHERS

Learning to Read

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/practical-help-for-parents-and-carers/learning-resources/english/english-tips/learning-to-read


THE RESEARCH

PHONEMIC 
AWARENESS

PHONICS

FLUENCY
VOCABULARY

COMPREHENSION
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These 5 elements of reading are essential, sequential and interconnected. Accomplished reading requires mastery of all of them.
Phonemic Awareness: In an alphabetic writing system, letters represent sounds. Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear the sounds in spoken words and understand that words are made up of sequences of sounds. Phonemic awareness teaches readers to map speech to print and understand that the letters in words are systematically represented by sounds.	
Phonics: Phonics relies on phonemic awareness. The reader must understand that words are made up from phonemes or units of sound. Phonics instruction connects these phonemes with written letters so that the reader can transfer knowledge of sounds to the printed word. Phonics teaches students to be able to identify the phonemes that make up each word, which helps children to learn to read and spell. The goal of phonics instruction is to help readers quickly determine the sounds in unfamiliar written words. When readers 	
Fluency: Fluency is the ability to read quickly and naturally with accuracy and expression. Fluency contains the skill of automaticity which allows a reader to recognise words quickly. For students, achieving automaticity in reading is essential to becoming effective readers. When reading skills have developed to a point of automaticity students no longer need to use their working memory to decode, and they can use that memory for comprehension.	
Vocabulary	they find a match between the word on the page and a word in they have learned through listening and speaking, and it makes sense to them, they will keep reading. If a match is not created, because the word they are reading is not found in their vocabulary, then comprehension is interrupted. This will be the case even if they are able to produce the correct pronunciation through the decoding process. 	
Comprehension: Comprehension is the understanding and interpretation of what is read. To be able to accurately understand written material, children need to be able to first decode what they read and then make connections between what they read and what they already know. Comprehension requires having a sufficient vocabulary. 	
	




HOME READING - making meaning from print

LEVELS
Assessment of Reading 
Behaviours

Independent 
home

Instructional 
teacher

Difficult 
goal setting
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Assessment: Benchmark reading ability to determine  a focus and a teaching point. 
Independent: Easy text, few mistakes, build vocabulary and fluency. 
Instructional: right at the zone of proximal development. Ie, ZPD is the difference between what a learner can do without help and what he or she can do with help. It is a concept developed by Soviet psychologist and social constructivist Lev Vygotsky (1896 - 1934). Creates opportunities for teaching instruction.
Difficult: Self esteem and confidence. Set goals from where we are to where we need to go with scaffolds and support.



PAUSE
Wait 5 seconds
Give a prompt
Allow take up time then give the word
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Don’t huff and puff! You know that word you just read it on the last page! It’s one of your sight words. You should know this by now.
This is not the time to be giving this sort of advice.  Just pause.



PROMPT
Prompting is a very important support technique. Use prompts to promote success and to 
keep reading going.
1st offer: general phonic prompt
2nd offer: specific phonic prompt
Sounding Out: Level 2 text: 45%  - Level 20: 15%, skip it, look at the picture
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Learner support technique: A subtle art that requires careful timing.
Pictures – refer to pictures, remind child of orientation
There are 26 letters in the English alphabet and there are 45 unique sounds can be said at least 350 ways.
Chunking – Oh I can see an /s/ and a /h/ in that word. Those letters are a team. What sound do they make together?
Skip it – Read on and see if that helps
Sound it out: Only use this prompt if the word is completely phonetic. 



PRAISE
The easiest part of the process!
Make it crystal clear what you are praising for.
Praise your child’s reading efforts and successes whenever you think it is appropriate during the 
reading process. 
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Good boy, good girl could refer to chewing on their bookmark. Be specific. 
Examples: Well done, I thought it was very clever the way that you went back, re-read the sentence from the beginning and worked out that word you were having trouble with. 
 That was great reading tonight, I know I had to tell you a few words but you also worked out some pretty tricky ones for yourself. Well done. 
I like the way you thought about that word. It really did look like ‘rug’ but now we know it says rung.




QUIZ TIME
BROWSER: kahoot.it
Enter code and enter your name

Let the games begin!

‘Thank you for joining us!’
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6 Questions. Questions and answers will be posted on the screen. Your job is to choose the best answer and record it on your screen in as little time as possible.

https://create.kahoot.it/login
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